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Story of the play Macbeth  

         Duncan was the King of Scotland. Macbeth and Banquo were his 

brave generals. He had two sons Donalbain and Malcolm. There was a war 

between Norway and Scotland. Macbeth by his bravery defeated the 

Norwegian troops so the king of Scotland, Duncan, became very happy with 

him and promoted him to the post of thane of Glamis and that of Cawdor. But 

this act of promotion was not known to Macbeth as he was in the battle field. 

While Macbeth accompanied by Banquo was coming from the battle three 

witches appeared before them, and they greeted Macbeth as the thane of 

Glamis and that of Cawdor , and as the would be King of Scotland . 

As the two prophecies of witches proved true very shortly, Macbeth started 

thinking for the third one. He was moved by the prophecies of witches so he 

wrote about it to his wife giving all the details of the meeting with the witches.                                                                                                                

        The King himself visited the castle of Macbeth to express his sense of 

gratitude to him. He also gave Lady Macbeth some diamond as a gift. But Lady 

Macbeth was so cruel and heartless that when Macbeth arrived she instigated 

him to the first step of the crime for the fulfilment of the third prophecy. 

Macbeth hesitated first but Lady Macbeth made Macbeth accept her decision. 

She immediately made a plan for the murder of the king. She drugged the 

wine of the king`s guard. When Macbeth hesitated before killing the king, she 

said she would have killed Duncan herself if the sleeping King wouldn't have 

resembled her father. . Then she forced her husband to kill the sleeping king. 

She even called her hesitating husband a coward and compelled him to 

murder the King. Ultimately, after much persuasion of his wife, Macbeth 
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entered the room and killed the king with a single thrust of his dagger. The 

moment he killed the King, he was filled with sense of guilt of murdering a 

sleeping man, and lost his sleep.  He returned with the blood stained dagger. 

Lady Macbeth took the dagger from the hand of Macbeth and put that by the 

sleeping grooms .She also stained the sleeping groom's with blood so that they 

could be taken to be the murderers of the king.          

       In the morning when Macduff entered the King's room, the murder 

became public .He found the King killed so he shouted. Then Lady Macbeth 

pretended to be ignorant of the murder. Macbeth in order to hide his crime 

stabbed the sleeping grooms accusing them of being King's murderers. He 

falsely blamed them that they killed the king under the instruction of King's 

sons. Malcolm and Donalbain hearing their father's murder ran away. Though 

by doing so they arouse the suspicion on themselves but it was a very right 

step. Otherwise, they might have been killed by Macbeth                                                         

   Finding not any one of the king's sons Macbeth was chosen the king by the 

noble men of Scotland. Macbeth proceeded to his coronation ceremony but 

he was not beynod the doubt of Macduff. Macduff suspected Macbeth to be 

the real murderer of the King so he did not attend the coronation (party) 

ceremony rather he fled to England to help Malcolm. 

   Though Macbeth became a king yet he was tormented by remembering the 

prophecies of witches that Banquo would be the father of kings. He thought 

Banquo to be an obstacle of his happiness and security of future dynasty. So 

he immediately plotted to destroy Banguo and his son. He invited them to the 

royal supper and set after them two murderers to kill them on the way. They 

killed Banquo but his son Fleance ran away. 

          When at the royal supper Macbeth was lamenting over the absence of 

his friend, Banquo. The ghost of Banquo appeared before Macbeth. He sat on 

the chair kept for him. To see the ghost Banquo, brave Macbeth turned pale 

with fear. He started talking with the ghost in the mood of a challenge. Then 
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the queen whispered into his ear to control him.  She asked Macbeth to 

beware of the guests. And she told the guests that Macbeth suffers a peculiar 

illness as he sees something and imagines something non-existing. And making 

her husband illness an excuse she dismissed the party hurriedly. But 

Macbeth's behaviour at the feast aroused the suspicion of the guests.  

     Macbeth being worried about Fleance survival once again went to meet the 

three witches to enquire about his own future. But that time instead of three 

witches, three apparitions made the prophecies. The first apparition warned 

Macbeth of Macduff. The second one told him that no man born of a woman 

could harm him, and the third one told him that he would be safe until Birnam 

woods moves to Dunsinane .Macbeth could not understand properly the 

meaning of the ambiguous statements. He mistook himself to be in a safe 

position. Thereafter, Macbeth was informed by a messenger about Macduff`s 

march to England in favour of Malcolm .To hear this news Macbeth became 

very angry and sent two murderers to kill Macduff's wife and son. And they 

killed Lady Macduff and her son mercilessly. This deed of cruelties turned all 

nobilities of England against Macbeth. Many people fled away to England and 

joined the army of Malcolm. 

           When Macbeth was at war, the   queen, his soul companion comitted 

suicide and left him all alone. But then Macbeth was so filled with war spirit 

that he did not even lament over the death of his wife.  He simply told that she 

sould have died later. At that very stage life had no meaning for him. Neither 

the death was fearful.  

       The army of Malcolm was approaching towards his castle. They 

covered themselves with the branches of trees to hide their real number. So it 

appeared to the spy of Macbeth as if the   Birnam forest was moving towards 

the castle. It made Macbeth afraid of his death but decided to die fighting 

instead of fleeing or surrendering. At first he fought with all his valour and fury 

understanding that no man born of a woman could kill him. He still had a last 
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hope but Macduff tore up his last faith claiming that he was an untimely child 

taken out of his mother womb. To listen it Macbeth lost his last hope. He 

thought his death was sure.  But he kept on fighting. He did not surrender 

.Macduff cut off his head and presented it to Malcolm. 

 


